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BRIAN SICKNICK FUNERAL 

HON. DAN CRENSHAW 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, another 
hero laid to rest here in Arlington Cemetery. I 
know this place well. Some of my dearest 
friends are here. 

This is a place for America’s best. It is not 
just that these men and women are heroes, of 
course they are, it is that they are our best. 
And in my experience, we always seem to 
lose the best of us. 

Brian lived with purpose. He lived asking 
what he could do for his country, for his com-
munity, and small animals. Sandra tells me he 
was the type of guy that would get out of the 
car and run across the parking lot to move a 
small turtle to safety. He was a real man, be-
cause real men are comfortable owning two 
small Dachshunds, as Brian did. I am not say-
ing that just because I also have two small 
Dachshunds, I am saying it because it’s true. 
Real men don’t need to prove anything with 
big dogs. 

Everyone has purpose in this life, I firmly 
believe that. You’re here for a reason. But not 
enough of us act as if that is true. Brian did. 

He lived for his family, his mother, Gladys, 
his father, Charles, his brothers, Ken and 
Craig, and his girlfriend, Sandra. He joined the 
Air Force with a mission to serve our nation’s 
defense. He lived for others. After he was in-
jured on January 6th he spent his last remain-
ing hours texting fellow officers and checking 
in on them. People needed Brian, because he 
was a good man, because he was one of our 
best. 

There is another common thread that links 
those buried here at Arlington with Brian. 
These are protectors. These are the men and 
women that stand in the breach. That gap be-
tween the helpless and the aggressor, be-
tween right and wrong, between good and 
evil. 

Many like to think they too could stand in 
that gap, but they’d be wrong. So many these 
days think they know better, think they could 
do it better, and they’ll be the first to tell you 
so. 

But this job is not for the weak and loud, it 
is for the strong and silent. It is for the brave, 
those like Brian that quietly and professionally 
carry out their duty. Because that gap that 
they stand in isn’t always so clear. It’s messy. 
It’s complicated. It’s not always obvious what 
is right and what is wrong, who the victims 
are, or who is good or bad. 

And so, we take our best, and we say go 
forth and stand in the breach and figure it out. 
Be there to make those split-second choices 
so that we don’t have to. Be there to keep our 
families safe so that we don’t have to. Go 
overseas and make sure the enemy doesn’t 
come here so that we don’t have to. 

You be there, and the rest of us will be here 
waiting, to judge you and second guess you. 

We ask them to do the impossible, we don’t 
even ask that nicely, and they do it with pride 
and with honor. 

If I may be so bold as to guess what Brian 
might have asked of us. I think that he, and 
the heroes buried here with him, might simply 
ask us all to be better. I think they appreciate 
our gratitude and our deference to their mem-
ory, but I think most of all they just want us 
to be better. 

And I don’t mean trying to make others bet-
ter, or even our country better. I mean I think 
they want us to start with ourselves. To make 
ourselves better. Because that is in fact the 
hard work. 

He might ask us to ask ourselves what went 
so wrong—in our country and in our hearts— 
that fellow Americans did what they did to 
Brian on that day. He might ask us to reflect 
for a moment before we lash out at each 
other, before we blame, before we chastise, 
before we judge, before we lose patience. He 
might ask us to recall that the greatness of the 
American spirit lies in a sense of responsi-
bility, of accountability, and perhaps a bit of 
appreciation for freedom. 

Being better means decency. It means citi-
zenship. Living with the duty that Brian exem-
plified. It means running toward danger not 
because there is glory in doing so but be-
cause you must. It means trying to live up to 
the memory of the heroes buried here, to be 
worthy of their sacrifice. 

This past year has been a low point, no 
doubt, but it is men like Brian that remind us 
of the grit and tenacity and good character 
that America was built on. He may not be with 
us anymore, but if we are to honor him then 
we should do so by using his memory as a re-
minder of what this country can be. 

A reminder that there are indeed more like 
him. A reminder that the bravery and love in-
side of Brian Sicknick is not peculiar to him, 
but part of the American DNA. A reminder that 
our duty is to make these heroes proud, prove 
to them that their sacrifice was for a country 
worth sacrificing for. That we are a people 
worth sacrificing for. With men like Brian 
standing in the gap, it is hard to imagine that 
we are not. 

This is still the greatest country on earth. 
This is still the great American experiment that 
has done more good for mankind than any 
other civilization in history. We will not forget 
that fact just because times are hard. We will 
persevere and strive to be better and do jus-
tice to the memory of those buried here. 

May Officer Brian Sicknick rest easy here 
on these hallowed grounds. He is in good 
company. He has undoubtedly earned his 
place here amongst America’s best. God bless 
him. God bless this great country. 

Never Forget. 

HONORING OFFICER ADAM TACK 

HON. TOM RICE 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor an extraordinary 
South Carolinian, Officer Adam Tack of the 
Horry County Police Department. 

Last night, Officer Tack was awarded the 
Law Enforcement Officer of the Year Award. 
Officer Tack puts his life at risk daily while up-
holding his oath to protect his community. He 
is a true hero. 

September 17, 2020, Officer Tack saved the 
lives of Liam and Levi Cannon trapped in a 
car sinking in the floodwaters of Hurricane 
Sally. He dove in the water and using his 
baton broke the window to pull the two chil-
dren from the car. Tack only had minor inju-
ries and all five Cannon family members sur-
vived. 

Madam Speaker, I join the people of Horry 
County in recognizing Officer Adam Tack. We 
thank him for his service and commitment to 
our community. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES COMMISSION ON AN 
OPEN SOCIETY WITH SECURITY 
ACT OF 2021 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, I in-
troduce the United States Commission on an 
Open Society with Security Act of 2021, which 
would create a commission to investigate how 
we can maintain our democratic traditions 
while actively responding to the real and sub-
stantial threats posed by foreign and domestic 
terrorism. 

The impetus for this commission was born 
after the Oklahoma City bombing in 1995, 
grew in importance after the terrorist attacks 
on September 11, 2001, and has reached 
peak urgency since the insurrectionist attack 
on the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021. The 
succession of tragic events endured by our 
nation has led to a series of sweeping security 
increases that are deemed both necessary 
and temporary in the moment but create last-
ing security infrastructure that is difficult to dis-
mantle and infringes on our open, democratic 
society. 

We must acknowledge and accept that we 
have entered into an era of constant internal 
and external threats, requiring ever-higher lev-
els of security for our people and public 
spaces. What we thought would be a tem-
porary infringement on our open society has 
turned into a permanent restriction on how our 
citizens interact with each other and our 
democratic institutions. Because emergencies 
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